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Objection Right and Supervision of People in Alawi’s Tradition
(Reviewing the Principles and Mechanisms of Realization in

Contemporary Legal Systems)
Mehdi Moradi Brelian
Assistant Professor, Department of Public Law, Faculty of Law and Political Science,
University of Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran
Email: m.moradib@umz.ac.ir

Abstract

One of the most fundamental challenges in the contemporary public rights is to
establish a balance between sovereignty power and objection right and supervision of
people; a balance which maintains public order and does not diminish citizens to
“inactive viewers of power”. Alawi’s tradition has been often namrated into ethical
recommendations and has been less reviewed as a normative model to plan objection
rights and mechanisms of supervision of people in modem legal systems. With
concentration on Imam Ali’s governorship in Nahj al-Balaghah, the present paper
indicates objection right and active supervision of people are parts of inner logic of
Alawi’s political justice, not marginal affairs. The main question is: What are the
normative principles and limits of objection right and supervision of people in Alawi’s
tradition? And what is the relationship between this formation and modem
organizations of public rights such as public litigation, freedom of critical statement,
complaint of authorities and citizen-based controlling organizations? This research, in
an analytical-descriptive way, reviews concepts such as enjoying good and forbidding
evil, the right of advice to ruler and responsibility of agents and compares them with
basic rights frameworks and human rights and shows the findings of three integrated
layers: rights of being heard of objection, the right of nonviolent complaint of a ruler,
and the right of participation in observation on agents. This paper offers a model of
“dignity-based supervision of people” which can provide a framework to rethink
about regulating of objection right and accountability of authorities in contemporary
legal rights.
Keywords: supervision of people, public rights, contemporary legal system, ruler’s
accountability, citizenship participation
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